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{Donovan Denies Cuba Talks
ere Masterminded by U.S.
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By JERRY O'LEAR;’ JR
Star Staff Writer

his first good rest in: three
weeks at a cottage'in Lake Plac-
id, N. Y., today commented on
the Governments role in thg
release of 'the 1‘113 Cuban - in
vasion prisoners by deel Cas+
tro.

press reports crediting
United States Government and
‘Attorney General Robert Ken
nedy . with masterminding the
Cuban deal were “absurd.”

ihe Attorney General,” Mr
Donovan said in a telephone
‘interview, “but it is absolutel
‘and unqualifiedly so that thd
ipolicy and negotiations werdg
entrusted to me:”
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_ferature and had an infection

aled some of the difficulties
e enceuntered during the pro-
tracted megotiations leading vo
the dramatic release of the
risoners.

He said he had been in great
ain.from bursitis of the shoul-
er during the October phase of
e negotiations in Cuba.
“There were no oral pam
illers in Cuba- at that. time,”
e recalled. “I was getting in-
jections every . four hours for
Y2 days from a Cuban horse
rainer over there with some-
ing they use on' gnimals.
hen I got back to Milami, I
¥as running a 102-degree tem-

In my hip the size of a base-
Ball. The doctor ordered me
to s hospital for a week when

|ing up on his rest after thre
isleepless days - in  thé [ina
|stages of the exchange taljfs i
‘Havana. “I feel,” he told |thi
reporter, “like an Adironflac
bear hibernating.”

Dealt With Drug Firms| ~
i

He was asked to commel]
the role of the Government
particularly Robert XKenn
in the prisoner exchange.

“We did have the co-op
tion of the authorities,”
Donovan replied, *‘we
never have succeeded wit
this.

“But it - was not the Govern-
ment or the Attorney Genpera

‘who was responsible for qeal
ing with the drug compgnies
who supplied what Castrd
wanted in exchange for] thd
prisoners. I was purely tespon
sible for this.

“The only role the Attdg
General played was to a
the - drug compames
would not be in’ vlolatio

t on
and
edy

erad
My
ould
hout

rney

with the American Red
and the Cuban Families

plan back in A
they would haht e ‘the
thing, and “they could

came up. '
“Everything was ready fof
these two companies to dnath

=ivof

for the bulky foods the Cubans'
originally wanted.”

Mr. Donovan said that after
the crisis ended two members
of the Families Committee (Al-
varo Sanchez, jr., and Mrs.

i Bérta Barreto de los Heros)
b wcnt ta.the Isle of Pines and in-

spected the prisoners confined

there. They returned with bad |

reports of the Cuban prison-

'ers’ physical cohdition, and Mr.|
'Donovan said it then became a

goal to get the prlconers out by
Christmas.

“That was threc weeks ago,”
the New York attorney said,
“and there wasn't time for just
two companies to do the job.
There were a thousand and
one detalls to fron out. So I
came to Washmgton and Wwent
to the Pharmageutical Manu-
facturers Association, repre-
senting imore than 200 . drug
companies. I explained th€ sit-
uation to them.

Troubled by Bursitis -

“They agreed to co-operate
but reg uired assurances, un-
derstaridaBly, " That = the ex-

L change would be legal as well

as in the national interest. The
AttorngY General ‘did see two
repieséntatives of the compa-
nies and did give them the as-
surances they =~ wanted. Mr.
Kennedy - also reassured them
they would not be violating the
Logan Act, which prohibits un-
authorized discussions - ;with
foreign governments and  as-
sured: - them the donafions
would be tax deductible.”

The lawyel, who also nego-

Sovi et spy

'[rhat was going on in Havana
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got home.”

Secrecy Vital

He said he was sorry it was
pecessary to work In an at-
posphere of secrecy in ‘the ne-
otiations with Mr, Castro but

fhat he cgnsidered this most
Important the su.ccess ‘of the
Inission. "

“I' didn't evén telf the Clhan
Families Committee some of

nd they didn’t want to know.”
e said. “If ‘they didn't know
hey couldn't tell their famllies
nd friends something thalt,
Elght have imperiled the re-

ase. When it was pegessary
or me to talk from Havana to
y ‘people in Miami, I ‘used
nly coded messages.”

Mr. Donovan said he also
Fanted to cleat up another mis-
pprehension. about the last
tages of the axchange

“Castro did not demand that
e be permltted ‘to send three
lnspectoxs to look at ‘the cargo
f the African Pilot,” he de-
lared. “I . suggestéd it to
trengthen my. hand. I felt if
hey could see for themselves
hat the stuff was being as-
fembled and, loaded, .my
thances of g_etting the boys out
bf Cuba would be enhanced.”
His job is not over yet, MF.
Donovan sajd., There still re-
mains. the matter of .the 23
mericans in Cuban jails for
vhose freedom he Is negotiat-
Ing. . oo

The State Depalbment saxd
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pilot Francis Gary- Powers, re-

he American Government.” ﬂ

CPYRGHT

CPYRGHT

CPYRGHT

CPYRGHT



